
the monitor
a publication of the minneapolis television network

program schedule, profiles, news, information

february - march 2007

minneapolis television network
125 se main street
minneapolis, mn 55414

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 4167
Minneapolis., MN

mtn closed for president’s day

mtn will be closed february 19

new playback system: p 2
media reform: p 3

schedule: p 4

MTN Senior Production Manager J.C. Bagdadi strikes 
a blue screen pose with some young media makers from 
Anne Sullivan School. They were at MTN to make 
PSAs about media and nutrition as part of the Media 
Smart Youth Program. MTN and the Greater 
Minneapolis Girl Scout Council partnered to help 
develop this after-school curriculum that matches 
nutrition information with media literacy. Photo by Doug 
Cain.
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new playback system goes live february 19
stTN is moving into the 21  

century in its Programming MDepartment. On President’s 
thDay, February 19 , MTN will switch to a 

new computer server playback system, 
which will allow us to schedule programs 
24 hours a day, and even on holidays.

In our current system, somebody is 
actually playing tapes and sending the 
signal out on all three channels during 
evening hours. MTN has used this system 
from its very beginning. This has limited 
us to being able to program only seven 
hours of shows a day, from 5 PM to 
midnight. The 5 to 10 PM shows are 
recorded and replayed to fill up most of the 
rest of the hours of the day. 

In our new playback system, our Master 
Control Director, David Paul, will be 
recording programs onto the hard-drive of 
our server. The computer then plays these 
files according to the schedule. The 
computer will be able to work 24 hours a 
day, and on holidays.

This 24 hour system will allow us more 
room for new programming on MTN’s 
three channels. The evening schedule of 
series programs has been so full lately that 

next to MTN’s main entrance. You can drop off your program through it has been nearly impossible to schedule the new programs that 
the slot whenever St. Anthony Main is open.continue to come in to MTN.

We will need two business days to enter each tape into our playback One change that might not be as popular with producers who have 
system. Instead of the old Monday deadline, the deadline for submission been on for some time, is that programs that received multiple 
of your tape depends on the day of the week that your show is playing repeats in a single day will not receive as many repeat plays. This 
(see the table on this page). This new drop-off schedule starts February will allow us to make room for all the new programs that come to 
19.MTN.

Series producers have been sent a mailing with information about re-But the advantages easily outweigh the disadvantages. For 
applying for their old time slot, or getting a new one. If you need one of example, our new system will also allow us to accept programs on 
these packets, please contact the MTN Program Manager at 612-331-DVDs. And to make it more convenient for you to drop off tapes (or 
8575 ext. 312.disks), engineer Jim Derks has built an after-hours drop-off box 

thAnd look for the changes on the channels starting on February 19 . That 
day is a holiday, and MTN will be closed, but our computer will be 
cablecasting shows at their regular times.

If you see Nate Mains, Jim Derks or David Paul in the hallway, thank 
them. All three have put in a great deal of hard work to get this system up 
and running.

- Interim Program Manager John Akre

Scheduled day Show is due at MTN by
Monday Friday, 10 AM

Tuesday Friday, 10 AM

Wednesday Monday,  10 A M

Thursday Tuesday , 10 AM

Friday Wednesday, 10 AM

Saturday Thursday,  10 AM

Sunday Thursday,  10 AM

MTN Master Control Director David Paul test drives the new playback server that he 
will soon command.
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www.mtn.org

Board of Directors:
Floyd Child
Robert Vose

Marido Huber
Joel Rainville
Tom Cassidy

Joan Higinbotham
Tamir Nolley
Kevin Jenkins

Andrew Hedden

(The Board of Directors meets 
the second Thursday of the 
month at 5:30 pm at MTN)

Staff:
Pam Colby

Ext. 304; prc@mtn.org

J.C. Bagdadi
Ext. 311; tbag@mtn.org

Jim Derks
Ext. 313; jderks@mtn.org

Art Roy
Ext. 309; art@mtn.org

Doug Cain
Ext. 329; dcain@mtn.org

John Akre
Ext. 307; jakre@mtn.org

Beth Peloff
Ext. 302; beth@mtn.org

Fanuel Tsehaye
Ext. 308; fanuel@mtn.org

Hamil Griffin-Cassidy
Ext. 305

David Paul
Chad Augustin
Todd Wardrope

Keith Porter
Mark Bispala

Eboun Singhathip
Ext. 310; eboun@mtn.org

Carrie Volk

next mtn members’ screening:
friday, march 9 at 7 p.m. in studio A

Bring something to screen or just come to watch. There is a 10 minute limit on all show clips. 
Questions? Call John at (612) 331-8575 ext. 307.

MTN member 
Eric A. 
Rhea 
presented his 
feature film, 

. He 
used MTN 
facilities to 
make his film 

Something 
2 Die 4, at 
MTN on 
January 6

director’s corner
media reform in memphis

’m in Memphis, “the birth place of the blues,” There is hope that the new Congress will override this 
and in good company. 3,500 people have decision.  Igathered at the convention center here to talk 

about “the media,” the corporations that own, Public access and the Alliance for Community Media 
control, manage and edit the information we call are well represented at the conference. I was a presenter 
“news.” This is the third Media Reform in one session and I talked about the diversity of content 
Conference since the United States invaded Iraq. being produced at MTN. Also on my panel were 
The invasion sparked this media reform movement representatives of the Center for Native American 
because our commercial media failed to offer any Public Radio (a national organization) and the Scribe 
real analysis of our government’s reasons for going Video Center based in Philadelphia.  
to war.    

Dr. Martin Luther King was killed in Memphis, while 
A buzzword here at the conference is “localism,” there to support a Sanitation Workers Union strike. 
which is defined as “real people connected to a real King’s organizing skills and keen sense of coalition-
place.” Localism is the opposite of our current building were invoked often at the conference. There is 
Clear Channel  model where one dominan t an incredible civil rights museum located at the Lorraine 
corporation owns and controls radio stations across Hotel, the site of King’s assassination. It is one of the 
the country. In 2003, the Dixie Chicks became most impressive, inspiring and moving museums I have 
unpopular when they took a stand against the war ever visited. 
in Iraq.  As a result, no radio station south of the 
Mason Dixon line played their music. This could If you are interested in learning more about the 
not have happened if Clear Channel had not owned conference, visit www.freepress.net. Video and audio 
the majority of those stations and took content files of much of the conference are available.
decisions out of the control of local people. For two 
full years the music of Elvis Presley did not break  -Pam Colby
out of the Memphis radio market. Today, with 
Clear Channel owning 
Memphis radio stations, he 
m i g h t  n e e d  n a t i o n a l  
recognition before he could 
get aired in Memphis.

The conference is packed 
with important news about 
the mid-December Federal 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
Commission (FCC) ruling, 
the one where media 
corporations were given 
what they wanted, easy 
entry into the “right of way” 
in our cities. The ruling was 
dangerous to MTN and 
ex t remely  an t i - loca l .  
Simply stated, it chisels 
away current authority of 
cities to regulate the space 
where cable wires run. This 
would be like a national 
commission on parks taking 
away the city’s right to 
manage our local park. 
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