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mtn closed for president’s day

mtn will be closed monday, february 20 for president’s day. regularly scheduled series programs will 
not air.

mtn appreciation night

miss black usa
visits mtn
see page three
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editor/design... john akre (send contributions, suggestions, complaints, news tips, presidential seals, etc to: jakre@mtn.org (612) 331-
8575 ext. 307.) the monitor is published bi-monthly by the minneapolis television network.

ood and fun joined lights camera and action on Colby recognized Engebretson’s acumen at figuring out the 
th ins and outs at City Hall while he served on the MTN board, December 9  for another of those great MTN F and recognized him for his production work on great MTN family get-togethers. MTN celebrated its people 

shows like The Prima Donns and Rock and Roll Girl. power on that evening with a little thing called MTN 
Engrebretson said, “The board that was in place when I left Appreciation Night. The happenings happened in 
was the most talented, most enthusiastic, and most energetic Studio A, where many MTN producers, board members, 
board that we had since I started, so I felt that it was okay for and staff gathered to eat great food from the Aster Café 
me to leave.”and mingle and converse and put on a TV show.

Engebretson went on to say, “I think MTN is great. It’s the Hamil Griffin-Cassidy played video music on the dub 
electronic soapbox. All the programs are great. The staff is rack, computer, mouse, and keyboard to snip together 
just incredible. You couldn’t find a more welcoming place two sets of sweet MTN show clips. The party rocked out 
than MTN. These people know what they’re doing, and they as these clips projected on the wall above the control 
are excited about helping people.”room window. Then the camera and the action walked in 

as the party went live on TV. The live show was a 
Brother Love closed the show with some of his keyboard ceremony to recognize two pillars of MTN, Engineer 
magic, and kept the music rolling for the folks in the studio Jim Derks, and prolific MTN producer and former 
after the credits finished playing. MTN 17’s regular Friday Board Member Mark Engebretson.
night line-up went back on the air, but the party continued in 
Studio A.MTN Executive Director Pam Colby commanded the 

microphone to Master the Ceremonies. She first 
- John Akreintroduced Jim Derks, who has been working at MTN 

for 20 years. Derks 
said, “I’ve had so 
much fun – that’s why 
I’ve been here twenty 
years. I’m looking 
forward to twenty 
more.”

or four years running now, community media The conference will also feature workshops on a wide variety 
types from all over Minnesota have gathered for of topics, from community news and website design to media Fthe Annual Minnesota Community Media literacy, promoting your program, and digital distribution. 

Conference. The last three conferences have been held The conference runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days.
in St. Paul, but this year’s conference will be in 
Minneapolis, at Minneapolis Community and Registration for both days of the conference is $60 if paid 

th th before February 1, and $70 after that date. Single day Technical College on February 17  and 18 .
registration for either day is $40 before February 1 and $50 
after.Featured at this year’s conference will be keynote 

speakers George Stoney and Sue Buske. Stoney is a 
For more information about the conference, visit the MTN renowned documentary filmmaker who  is considered 
web site, mtn.org, or the website of the Alliance for by many to be the father of public access television. 
Community Media Midwest Region, www.acm-Buske is the president of the Buske Group, a consulting 
midwest.org.firm that has been working for public access 

organizations for many years.

community tv conference coming to minneapolis

appreciation night was one swell shindig
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www.mtn.org

Board of Directors:
Floyd Child
Robert Vose

Marido Huber
Joel Rainville
Tom Cassidy

Joan Higinbotham
Tamir Nolley
Kevin Jenkins

Andrew Hedden

(The Board of Directors meets 
the second Thursday of the 
month at 5:30 pm at MTN)

Staff:
Pam Colby

Ext. 304; prc@mtn.org

J.C. Bagdadi
Ext. 311; tbag@mtn.org

Jim Derks
Ext. 313; jderks@mtn.org

Art Roy
Ext. 309; art@mtn.org

Doug Cain
Ext. 329; dcain@mtn.org

Martin Hallanger
Ext 312; martin@mtn.org

John Akre
Ext. 307; jakre@mtn.org

Beth Peloff
Ext. 302; beth@mtn.org

Fanuel Tsehaye
Todd Wardrope

David Paul
Hamil Griffin-Cassidy

Chad Augustin
Jasmine Reid
Keith Porter

Mark Bispala

next mtn member’s screening:
friday, march 10 at 7 p.m. in studio A

Bring something to screen or just come to watch. There is a 10 minute limit on all show clips. 
Questions? Call John at (612) 331-8575 ext. 307.

ecently I had the privilege of 
meeting Miss Black USA, Celi In her current role, Celi speaks to youth on the RMarie Dean, while she was here importance of getting a college degree. She 

at MTN for the taping of the also mentors a group of teens at 
Lemmy O Live show.  A 20 Farv iew Park  i n  Nor th  
year old junior at the University Minneapolis.
of Minnesota, Celi competed 
against 23 other women on She will be traveling in the 
August 7th in Washington DC.  coming year and has many 
In winning the title of Miss events planned, such as a couple 
Black USA she rece ived  of trips to Africa and a TV awards 
scholarship money and a trip to program. 
the Bahamas.

African American women 
Celi has been doing pageants between the ages of 17-27 who 
since the age of 6 and won her are interested in participating in 
first pageant at age 8.  That is the Miss Black USA pageant can 
when she first appeared on go to the website at
Lemmy O Live where she  missblackusa.org.
sang and was interviewed.  She 
has re-appeared on the show - Pam Colby
throughout her career.  

miss black usa visits mtn

eople may wonder, what is MTN? channels.
What is this thing called “public Paccess?” MTN reflects the community but it also builds 

community. It builds a community of viewers 
MTN is the place, the studios and and a community of media makers.
equipment that can make a TV show. But it 
is also a network of producers. MTN MTN is open to all, including communities 
supports your right to speak your mind by under-served by mainstream media outlets. 
providing a venue for your thoughts. New MTN is an exciting place to be. This is a place 
(and old) ideas are welcome. We teach the of many dreams and visions, of spirit and 
understanding of media through the varied experience. We learn from each other.
practice of media production.

If you watch the channels, you will find local 
We welcome you. Bring your stories along information, questions, passion, the arts, 
to share! We trust the power of your outrage, youth views, dance, language, music 
experience. Stop in for a tour, check out and more. If it is on MTN, it is probably 
the classes, surf the web site. And then something different. Check out the program 
make your own TV show. Step right up, schedule on page four, or on the web site, and 
take your place, and put your face in front be surprised.
of the community through our channels. 
The goal of MTN is to reflect this - Doug Cain
community of Minneapolis on these cable 

mtn is the place, mtn is the people
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